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On Saturday, the rain held off just long enough for the 79th Apple Blossom Parade to wind 
its way from Analy High School down Main Street. With a ’60s theme of Flower Power, there 
were tie-dye and peace signs a plenty. The parade was its usual blend of hippies, old time 
ag, marching bands, VFW, police and other small town heroes—except this time, even 
some farmers wore tie-dye. Our reporter Mark Fernquest captured all the action from 
beginning to end. 

 
Gold Ridge Organic Farm 
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The VFW opened the parade with the colors. 
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Sebastopol Police Chief Sean McDonagh came next. near the head of the parade. Like that 
cowboy hat! 
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Near the front of the lineup was this year’s Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of 
the Year, Linda Pellascini, who founded the Apple Blossom Parade in 1968 with her 
husband Richard. 
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Civil Air Patrol Squadron 157 - an Auxiliary of The United States Air Force for cadets ages 12 
thru 20. This is our Color Guard. Two of the cadets are Analy students. (Photo by Janelle 
Roventini) 

 

 

Our hometown high school band 
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Myriah Volk and Lori Jay of the Sebastopol Chamber of Commerce in a vintage VW bus. 
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Sebastopol Rotary’s float celebrated the club’s 100th anniversary. (Photo by Mike 
Ferguson) 
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An Analy Tiger wearing an Interact Club T-shirt. Interact is Rotary International's service 
club for young leaders ages 12 to 18. 

 

 

Sebastopol Rotary Teachers of the Year: co-teachers (l to r) Beth deRosiers and Stacey 
O’Donnell. (Photo by Dana Moises) 
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Sebastopol Rotary Teacher of the Year at Analy High School: Culinary Arts teacher Sarah 
Piccolo. (Photo by Dana Moises) 
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SDFF Executive Director Cynthi Stefenoni and SDFF steering committee member Olga 
Browning with the Sebastopol Documentary Film Festival. 
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The Sebastopol City Council with Councilmember Phill Carter in the fore. 
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Sebastopol fire department heroes: Joe Pogar and Ray Senn. Learn about their fire hydrant 
adventures in our 2024 article. 
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The West Sonoma County Historical Society 

 

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd13da819-01d1-486c-9716-e41ac8268964_2000x1362.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd13da819-01d1-486c-9716-e41ac8268964_2000x1362.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fba40d62c-1a9c-434b-8256-2891de7762e2_2000x1642.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd13da819-01d1-486c-9716-e41ac8268964_2000x1362.jpeg


 

 

 

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fba40d62c-1a9c-434b-8256-2891de7762e2_2000x1642.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fba40d62c-1a9c-434b-8256-2891de7762e2_2000x1642.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F9ed4c09a-aaa8-4a55-9bb2-dc92f8e08c91_2000x1500.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fba40d62c-1a9c-434b-8256-2891de7762e2_2000x1642.jpeg


 

Sonoma County Farm Trails 
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On horseback for the Farm Trails. 
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Harmony Farms 
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Pollinators from Trashlantis 
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Trashlantis proposes a no-fly zone. 

 

 

Robert “Bob” VandeWalle of Trashlantis 
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Redwood Rainbows, Sebastopol’s all-gender, all-inclusive square dance club. 
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More Redwood Rainbows 
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Would it be a parade without old cars? 
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Community Market 
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Vital Energy 
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Sonoma County Farm Bureau 
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Sebastopol Christian Church 
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Local 4-H Club 
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The local boyscout group - always prepared! 
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Carey and Jim Wheaton for Chimera Arts and Maker Space 
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EVs from Switch Labs 
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You know the parade is over when the local fire department sprays down the kids. 

If we missed identifying your parade entry (and it’s not obvious from the sign you’re 
carrying), let us know and we’ll add that! 

 

Sebastopol Times is a reader-supported publication. To support my work, consider 
becoming a paid subscriber. 
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